
Guide to…  

databases 
 

Blackwell Synergy 
 
Blackwell Synergy is an online database of full text articles published in scholarly and professional 
journals covering a range of areas including humanities, science, medicine, social science, 
business and technology. 
 
To access Blackwell Synergy: 
Open the Library’s home page:  www.scu.edu.au/library

- From the ‘Finding Information’ menu – click ‘library databases’ 
- Under ‘Find a database’ click B 
- Click   Blackwell Synergy 

 
Browsing 
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The list of journals 
automatically displays in 
alphabetical order.  To 
rearrange the order by 
subject, click in the List 
of Journals section and 
change the display 
menu from All Journals 
(A-Z) to All Journals by 
Subject. 

The symbol  means 
that the full text of that 
journal is available. 

Click on a journal title to 
see the list of issues 
available, and then click 
on the issue you require.

The contents page for the issues is 
displayed next.  To view the full text 
of an article, click on either the Full 
Text Article or PDF icons. 

Selecting Subscribed 
Journals will ensure any 
results are full text 
articles. 

Selecting All 
Journals by 
Subject allows 
browsing by 
subject heading.

Click on  to expand 
the list of further 
subjects or journals 
under each heading.

Click on the 
title of a 
journal to 
access it. 

http://www.scu.edu.au/library


 
Searching 
 
Use the Advanced Search box to look up a topic or keywords.  When you enter a word, words, or 
a specific phrase in the search field, you can join these words with AND, OR, and AND NOT to 
focus your search.  Use quotation marks to indicate a phrase. 
 
Examples 
“unemployment rate” 
Aboriginal OR Indigenous 
negligence AND defamation 
trust AND NOT family 
nursing – will also return variations such as nurse, nurses etc. 
 
 

 
 
 
Displaying results and emailing articles 
 
The results list will be displayed.  See example below. 
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Click on the Advanced Search button 
under Further Search Options in the 
Search box on the homepage. 

Type your keywords or phrases in the 
search boxes, choosing the fields you 
want to search in, eg, Keywords, Full 
text, Author.  You can search for more 
than one keyword or phrase, combining 
them as shown in the examples above. 

When you have entered your keywords 
and selected options, click the Search 
button. 

Select the journal title from the pull 
down menu or the subject area you 
want to search.  You can also narrow 
your search by date. 

To display the full text on screen, click 
on the PDF icon. 

To email an article, click on Full Text Article.  On the 
next screen click on the option E-mail this to a 
Friend.  (You will need to register the first time you 
use this option). 



 
Printing and saving articles 
 
Below is the PDF of a full text article. 
 
 
 
 

Check the 
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.

To save the article, click on 
the Save icon on the toolbar 
and save it where required. 
To print the article, click on 
the Print icon on the toolbar
 
 
 

Need help?   
Contact your Librarian OR 
Help feature for the specific database. 
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