
Guide to…  

databases 
 

ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 
 
Looking for a thesis in your topic area, or investigating research methodologies? 
 
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses database provides online access to citations and abstracts for 
doctoral dissertations and masters’ theses in North America and Europe. 
 
The database includes the first U.S. dissertation, accepted in 1861, to those accepted as recently as 
last semester. Citations for dissertations published from 1980 forward include 350-word abstracts 
written by the author. Citations for master's theses from 1988 forward include 150-word abstracts.  
 
Dissertations and theses published since 1997 have a 24 page preview and are available in fulltext 
PDF digital format for purchase. For information on how to obtain the full dissertation, phone 1800 
659460 for Document Supply Services or go to their website at 
http://www.scu.edu.au/library/docsupply/index.html. 

 
To Access Proquest Dissertations & Theses: 
Go to the library homepage at http://www.scu.edu.au/library
Under Finding Information, click on Library databases 
From the library databases page – click “P” – select ProQuest Dissertations & Theses. 

 
Searching 

This is the default advanced search screen:  
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Enter search terms in the search field 

Select ‘Citation 
and abstracts’ 
from the drop-
down menu or 
other field: 
author, title, etc.  

Select the date 
range required 

Click ‘Search’ button after entering 
keywords and selected options 

http://www.scu.edu.au/library


More search options 
 
Use the specialised fields to simplify your search, eg  you can search for papers submitted to a 
particular university or school, or you want your results to only include doctoral 
dissertations and not masters theses or other document, etc. 
 

 
 
 
Search results 
 
Once you enter your search terms and click Search, you see the Search Results page. On this page 
you can browse through the documents that match your search, or click on a title to view a document. 
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Click ‘More Search Options’ to 
display the specialised search fields  

Click the down arrow 
to limit your search to 
Doctoral dissertations 
or master’s theses only 

Browse these indexed fields for 
the school name code, advisor’s 
name or subject and keyword to 
use for your search.  

Click the title to view the 
document citation 

Click to display the 24 Page Preview 
which provides a thumb-nail scanned 
page of the first 24 pages of the 
document. 

Check the box to mark the document 
for downloading, emailing etc. 



Marked list  
 

Marked list lets you save, email or print selected documents and searches to use later.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
   
Alerts 
 
You can create alerts to notify you of new information on your topic. You can create an alert for a 
search you’ve just run and receive an email notification of new search results. 
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Click Export Citations 
to export your marked 
documents into your 
Endnote library 

Click Create your bibliography, select the 
format and citation style, then Email, 
Print or download a bibliography for the 
marked documents.   

Click Email marked documents, 
complete the email form specifying the 
citation style, document format, email 
address, subject etc. Click Send email.  

Create a web 
page lets you 
save hypertext 
links to the 
marked 
documents and 
recent searches 
to review later. 

Perform a search, 
at the Results 
page, click Set Up 
Alert. Complete 
the required 
information on the 
Set Up Your Alert 
page, click Save.  
At the confirmation 
page, click Done if 
the information is 
correct.
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