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About the colloquium. It has traditionally been assumed that conditioning is an
automatic, unconscious process that is quite distinct from conscious, cognitive
processes. However laboratory research in humans challenges this “dual system”
view. In this talk I will illustrate the arguments using data collected by myself and
colleagues that shows a close relationship between conditioned responding and
consciously available propositional knowledge. I will sketch out an alternative
“single system” view and discuss the implications for other areas of learning and for
clinical psychology.
About the speaker. Professor Lovibond received his PhD in 1981, and his MSc
(Psych) in 1985. He spent some time at the University of Cambridge and at the
University of Sydney, but his academic career has largely taken place at the
University of New South Wales. He spent a substantial period of time as Head of
School there, and is now Senior Associate Dean in the Faculty of Science. He is a
member of numerous professional associations and is a Fellow of the Australian
Psychological Society, of the Association for Psychological Science, and of the
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia. Professor Lovibond’s research has
been largely concerned with the intersection of the study of learning and its
application in a clinical setting. His most recent work challenges long-held
conceptions of learning that have deep implications for the treatment of anxiety and
depression. He has received almost $2,000,000 in research funding, and is currently
a Chief Investigator on two ARC Discovery grants. He has published 70 peerreviewed journal papers in high-impact journals, and has an h-index of 22.
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