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Live, study, explore

Gold Coast
Lismore
Coffs Harbour

10 reasons to
study at
Southern Cross
University
1. 	Outstanding student support – ranked
number one in Australia for overall
international student support*, our
specialised team will support you throughout
your studies. Academic skills, counselling and
mentoring is also on offer.
2. 	Study at one of the top 200 young
universities in the world according to the
Times Higher Education World University
rankings.
3. 	Unique campus locations at the Gold Coast,
Lismore and Coffs Harbour – combine study
with a great lifestyle.
4. 	Benefit from a reduced cost of living at our
Gold Coast, Lismore or Coffs Harbour locations.

7. 	Stay in convenient, comfortable on-campus
accommodation just minutes from your
lectures in Lismore or Coffs Harbour, or
choose from a wide variety of off-campus
accommodation close to all three campuses.
8. 	Add an international experience as part of
your degree and make new friends from
around the world.
9. 	Interesting and unique subjects offering
practical hands-on learning with many
offering field trips.
10. 	Combine study and travel – beautiful campus
locations with good transport connections
allow you to easily explore.

5. 	Join the many creative, social, sporting and
special interest groups on campus.
6. 	Access world class facilities – including hightech engineering labs, drone technology,
recording studios, digital media suites and
analytical research equipment to support
your learning and build work-ready skills.

Southern Cross University acknowledges and pays respect to the ancestors, Elders and descendants of the Lands upon
which we meet and study. We are mindful that these Lands always were and always will be Aboriginal Land.
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Published by Southern Cross University October 2021. The information in this brochure was accurate at the time it was published and is to be used as a guide only.
Southern Cross University reserves the right to alter, amend or delete details of course offerings and other information published in the brochure at any stage. To
the extent permitted at law, the University excludes all liability (including all losses, damages, costs and expenses of whatever nature) arising from the use of, or
reliance on, any of the Information contained in this brochure. Information in this brochure is for international students wanting to study in Australia. At the time of
publication, fees for 2023 had not been confirmed.
*International Student Barometer 2018
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Study a session in
Australia and
explore our
beautiful country...
“My time here at Southern Cross has been
very busy because I have been travelling
almost every weekend. The Study Abroad
team has very helpful, showing us how to
travel around this great country!”
Richie
University of Wisconsin-Stout (USA)

“Studying abroad at Southern Cross
University Lismore has been such a life
changing experience for me! It has given
me the opportunity to learn abroad while
also fulfilling my dream of travelling through
Australia. After being here, I wish I could stay
forever!”
Maddie
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse (USA)

Adrian’s Story
“I grew up in Mexico and the US (West Coast Best Coast). My study journey began in
San Francisco, made its way to Madrid, before settling down on the Gold Coast.
I was originally only supposed to be in Australia for a year on a study abroad
program, but I enjoyed the lifestyle and studying at Southern Cross so much that I
decided to stay to finish my degree.
The Gold Coast is just amazing, from the coast, to the mountains, and the people
that live here. Having grown up next to the beach, it’s saying a lot when I say I enjoy
the Gold Coast beaches more.

“Adventure isn’t solely outside, it is within. I
can feel it, you can see it.”
Dany
(USA)

I’m pretty active on campus from being the Rainbow Alliance Rep for CoastRs at
Southern Cross, to running a skateboarding club called Board AF.”
Adrian Jimenez
Bachelor of Speech Pathology student
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Southern Cross University’s Gold
Coast campus is spread across three
contemporary buildings that house
innovative learning spaces, health science
laboratories, lecture theatres with live
video broadcasting, computer labs, and
student lounges.
Our course options reflect the growth
and diversity of the city itself, matched
with state-of-the-art facilities. The
public Southern Cross University Health
Clinic serves an important role for the
local community and our students. It is
complemented by clinical laboratories for
nursing and midwifery and laboratories for
physiology, anatomy
and biomechanics.
The University includes a student services
hub catering for support and enquiries.
Upstairs, the library offers stunning views
of the ocean on one side and the Gold
Coast Airport and hinterland on the other.

Gold Coast Campus
At the Gold Coast campus you
can study:

Our Gold Coast campus is located at Coolangatta, just
400 metres from North Kirra Beach and adjacent to the Gold
Coast Airport. Views of the Pacific Ocean and Gold Coast
Hinterland can be enjoyed from many vantage points in the
campus buildings.

• Health
• Business and Enterprise
• Education
• Information Technology

About the Gold Coast

• Law
• Social Work and Community
Welfare

Internationally known as a tourist destination, the Gold Coast
is also a major centre for tertiary education. The Gold Coast
is Australia’s sixth-largest city, with a population of more than
540,000 people. Famous throughout the world, the Gold
Coast’s attractions include 70 kilometres of beaches, tropical
rainforest hinterland and numerous bush walks, parklands,
major shopping centres, theme parks, markets, festivals,
sport and entertainment events. Each year the Gold Coast
welcomes more than 5.3 million visitors.

Visit: scu.edu.au/Goldcoast
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Virtual Fitness
Room

Beachside
city location

5,500+
students

Health
Clinic

Transport
connections
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The Learning Centre is the beating heart of
student life at Southern Cross University’s
Lismore campus. This state-of-the-art
facility features individual and collaborative
learning spaces and library resources. It’s
also adjacent to Goodman Plaza, a bustling
venue with its eateries, banking facilities
and student services.
Elsewhere on campus, our health
laboratories cater for studies such as
anatomy and physiology, chemistry, a
wide variety of sciences, biomechanics,
manual therapies and nursing. In turn, the
Southern Cross University Health Clinic
provides allied health services to the
general public, students and staff, and
clinical experience for students.
We are proud of our first-rate science
and engineering education precinct,
offering world-class facilities for civil
and mechanical engineering, alongside
laboratories with advanced analytical
equipment for biology, chemistry, geology
and more.
Creative studios for visual arts students
include painting, printmaking, 3D and
digital art and design. Studio One29
is an industry-standard teaching and
performance space for our renowned
music program.
Along with the gym and pool complex,
students also have access to the weights
room, indoor courts and sports field.

Lismore Campus

At Lismore campus you can study:
• Arts & Humanities

Our Lismore campus is set within 75 hectares of lush,
sub-tropical grounds, landscaped gardens and rainforest
walkways. We are part of a region acknowledged for its
natural beauty and creative culture.

• Music and Creative Arts
• Indigenous Knowledge
• Engineering
• Environmental studies

About Lismore

• Exercise Science

Lismore is located in the Northern Rivers region of NSW,
surrounded by charming villages and close to the coastal
towns of Byron Bay and Ballina. Artistic, alternative and
socially active, Lismore is a superb location to live and study,
renowned for its proximity to subtropical World Heritage
rainforests, access to stunning beaches and signature events
such as Splendour in the Grass, Byron Bay Bluesfest, Byron
Writers Festival, Mullum Music Festival and Lismore Lantern
Parade.

• Science

Visit: scu.edu.au/Lismore
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• Health

Koala
Hospital

2,100+
students

Fitness centre
and pool

On-campus
accommodation

Health
Clinic
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At the entrance to the Coffs Harbour
campus is a multi-million-dollar
Health Sciences Building featuring a
biomechanics running track and hightech simulation teaching laboratories
for our health science degrees.
The campus also has a fitness centre,
extensive landscaped grounds,
on-campus accommodation, sporting
fields and close proximity to beautiful
beaches and national parks.

It is also home to state-of-the-art engineering and
environmental science facilities where you will find
laboratories for activities as diverse as concrete stress
testing and hydraulic water flow modelling, 3D printing
and synchrotron technology.
Our sports science, osteopathy and nursing facilities,
where students learn in specialist labs and simulated
hospital wards, are world class. Health students also
gain clinical experience in the on-campus Health Clinic.
A thriving local tourism industry provides internship and
work opportunities for business and tourism students.

Coffs Harbour Campus

Other disciplines taught at Lismore include law, arts,
social science, education, marine and forest science
and Indigenous knowledge. The campus is home to
Gnibi College of Indigenous Australian Peoples.

The Coffs Harbour campus is immersed in the rolling hinterland
of the New South Wales mid north coast, a coastal location at
the heart of an education and innovation hub.

The campus includes a Learning Centre and library
complex, heated pool and gym, and lush grounds with
an abundance of wildlife.

The University’s world renowned National
Marine Science Centre is located in
nearby Charlesworth Bay, on the shores
of the Solitary Islands Marine Park, a
unique environment where tropical,
subtropical and temperate waters
converge. The Centre has state-of-the-art
teaching and research facilities, climate
controlled laboratories, aquaculture
About Lismore
facilities including a commercial hatchery,
a public
aquarium
and a flow-through
Lismore in the
Northern
Rivers region
of NSW, with sea
water
system.
its surrounding
villages
and nearby coastal towns of
Byron Bay and Ballina, is a superb location to live and
study. Artistic, alternative and socially active, Lismore
is renowned for its proximity to subtropical World
Heritage rainforests, access to stunning beaches and
signature events such as Splendour in the Grass, Byron
Bay Bluesfest, Byron Writers Festival, Mullum Music
Festival and Lismore Lantern Parade.
Visit: scu.edu.au/lismore

At Coffs Harbour campus you
can study:
• Health

About Coffs Harbour

• Marine Science
• Psychology

Located approximately halfway between Brisbane and
Sydney, where the escarpment of the Great Dividing Range
meets the Pacific Ocean, Coffs Harbour is a popular tourist
destination of around 75,000 people.
Coffs Harbour boasts a relaxed coastal lifestyle but this growing
city also hosts international sporting events and regional
festivals thanks to outstanding facilities and a major
regional airport.

Visit: scu.edu.au/Coffsharbour
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On-campus
accommodation

Fitness centre

Health Sciences
hub

Lifestyle location
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Life at Southern Cross

Campus life

SCU International

Explore Australia

SCU International at Southern Cross University
is an award-winning team dedicated to making
your experience at our University rewarding and
enriching. The team assist students with pre-departure
information, settling in, orientation, student visa advice
and health insurance advice, dedicated advisers,
wellbeing and welfare.

Part of your study abroad experience includes
exploring all Australia has to offer. SCU International
organises a range of trips, from camping adventures
in the Australian outback to exploring World Heritage
rainforests and waterfalls, or surf lessons at our
beautiful local beaches. Trips are designed to discover
the best of our country and build lasting relationships
with your new classmates from around the world.

Orientation
Orientation week is the first week before studies
commence. It is designed to help students settle
into their new environment and meet new friends.
Orientation includes tours to Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary where you can see Australian wildlife as well
as other excursions to explore our local area.

Community engagement
Students can volunteer with local community
organisations including the Koala Hospital located on
the Southern Cross University Lismore campus, or at
local festivals.

5-Star student support

Ambassadors
Student ambassadors are carefully selected
international students who work with our international
student support team. Their role is to provide a point
of contact for new students, having experienced
the same challenges of living and studying in a new
country. Ambassadors mentor students, organise and
participate in events and coordinate volunteering. They
provide invaluable support for international students
coming into an unfamiliar environment, a new culture
and language without the support of their families.

Get more out of your university education by joining a club, playing a sport or participating in the many social and
cultural activities that make our campuses such great places to study.

UniLife

Get sporty

Apart from getting a first-class education, going to
university enables you to have fun and make friends
for life.

Learn to surf at one of Australia’s famous surfing
beaches. Run in the Gold Coast Airport Marathon or
Southern Cross University 10km Run. While sports
available at each campus differ, activities include
mountain bike riding, swim clubs, water polo, rugby
clubs, AFL, soccer, badminton, cricket and netball. The
Southern Cross University Fitness Centre and Pool, at the
Lismore campus, is a fantastic facility with modern gym
equipment and an indoor heated pool, offering a choice
of group exercise classes or private training.

The UniLife team offers professional services and
innovative, dynamic programs to enrich your
university experience under the banner ‘Live, Work,
Play’. Their aim is to encourage both your academic
success and support your wellbeing, by focusing on
the achievement of your educational, professional and
personal goals.
Programs and services include coordination of social
sports competitions and events; Uni Games and
championships; the Elite Athletes and Performers’
Program; clubs and societies; and University-wide
events such as orientation, UniLife Awards, snow tour,
learn-to-surf camps, and other national competitions.
Visit: scu.edu.au/unilife

“Getting the chance to visit some of the most
beautiful places in this wonderful country is
only part of the adventure. When you arrive
at Southern Cross University you fall in love
with the stunning campus, seeing koalas and
wallabies on the way to class is something
that can only happen here.”

Join a club or society
Interested in something? You’re bound to find others
who are too! There are clubs for interest and sporting
groups, clubs for women, clubs for men, clubs for
Indigenous awareness and for LGBTIQ and clubs for
mature-aged students.
The University community joins together to celebrate
our diversity and to learn more about each other
throughout the year. This includes events relating
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples;
cultural diversity and social inclusion; and gender and
sexuality diversity. The Fusion festival showcases our
cultural diversity every year.

- Imma
University of Barcelona (Spain)
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The Southern Cross Model
– A better way to learn
Southern Cross University has introduced a new,
innovative academic model which provides guided
and active learning experiences focused on supporting
student success. The Southern Cross Model delivers
a deeper, more engaged learning experience, centred
around greater interactivity and connection with real
world applications.
The model divides the academic calendar year into
six study terms of six teaching weeks each. Students
study two units per term, allowing them to focus on
two subjects at a time and manage assessments more
easily. Learning activities are carefully sequenced to
support a dynamic experience and to ensure deeper
engagement with subject content.
• Deeper, ‘active’ learning
• Real-world applications
• Achieve milestones quickly
• Easier to manage assessments
• Maximum two units per term
• 150 hours per unit
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Accommodation

Cost of living

Gold Coast

Lismore and Coffs Harbour

The Gold Coast offers private housing options, from full
board with private residents, to hostel accommodation,
units, houses, or shared units or houses with others.

SCU Village at Lismore offers a range of two-to-sixbedroom apartments at three colleges – Orion, Sirius
and Magellan. Facilities at each college include internet
access and on-site laundries, indoor and outdoor
entertainment areas and movie facilities.

Unistays lists a range of off-campus accommodation
in the local area, visit: unistays.scu.edu.au. Local real
estate agents or portals such as realestate.com.au also
list private rentals.
Homestay provides accommodation with a local
Australian family for English language students, and
is a great way to improve English skills and learn more
about Australian culture,
visit: scu.edu.au/englishlanguage

SCU Village at Coffs Harbour provides modern, fully
furnished four-bedroom apartments with wireless
internet access, laundry facilities, and a recreation
lounge for group gatherings and organised social
events.
Visit: scuvillage.com.au for more details.
Unistays lists off-campus accommodation in the local
area: unistays.scu.edu.au. Local real estate agents
or portals such as realestate.com.au also list private
rentals.
Homestay provides accommodation with a local
Australian family for English language students, and
is a great way to improve English skills and learn more
about Australian culture,
visit: scu.edu.au/englishlanguage

Southern Cross University students may benefit from the reduced cost of living compared to
Australian capital cities. The table below is a general weekly guide in Australian dollars for a single student living
near the Gold Coast or Lismore campuses.

SCU Village (Lismore,
Coffs Harbour)

Expenses

Private Rental

Homestay

Accommodation

$150–$300 room | $400–$800 house $190–$220

$240–$325*

Food

$140–$280

$140–$280

Included

Public transport

$30–$70

$30

Included to and from campus

Electricity

$15 room | $40 house

Included

Included

Water

$5

Included

Included

Mobile/internet

$30–$60

$30–$60

$30–$60

*Costing in Australian dollars and based on Gold Coast or Lismore campuses only.
Updated June 2021.
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Study Abroad
Study Abroad is arranged through your home
institution or through a Study Abroad representative
in your home country. Students can choose from
three or four-unit options at either undergraduate
or postgraduate level. Students can combine their
academic studies with a trip.

Study Abroad Undergraduate
Duration

6 months

Starts 		

February, June, October

Total Units

4

Location

Gold Coast, Lismore, Coffs Harbour

CRICOS 019864G
2022 Tuition fees $9,200 (4 units) $9,900 with the
Explore Australia trip
Admission requirements: Qualification equivalent to
an Australian Year 12 with the required entry grade;
and English language comparable to Academic IELTS
6.0 with no band less than 5.5.

Study Abroad Postgraduate
Duration

6 months

Starts 		

February, June, October

Total Units

3

Location

Gold Coast

Career start (Study Abroad)
Course overview

Duration

35 weeks

Southern Cross University offers a range of subjects in
business, management, marketing, tourism and event
management, hotel and hospitality management,
information technology, Australia-specific cultural
or Indigenous studies, creative arts, music, media,
creative writing, social welfare, humanities,
environmental science, engineering, marine science,
health and exercise science. Students can choose
units that suit their study program or try something
completely different. Our Study Abroad program also
offers unique specialist areas including:

Starts 		

November, March, August

Total Units

EAP 10 weeks + 4 units

Location

Gold Coast, Lismore

• Learning about the world’s oldest living culture
through Gnibi College of Indigenous Australian
Peoples on our Lismore campus.
• Outdoor education incorporates leadership training
and camping trips exploring the local area.
• Community engagement provides opportunities
to volunteer with our local community or work on
a group project including the Koala hospital on our
Lismore campus.
• Environmental science units incorporate field trips
to the living laboratories of World Heritage rainforest,
marine parks or national parks in our surrounding
regions.

CRICOS 096807M
2022 Tuition fees $13,340
Admission requirements: Qualification equivalent to
Australian Year 12; and English language comparable
to Academic IELTS 5.0 with no band less than 4.5. The
Nursing and Allied Health stream requires an IELTS of
6.0. Additional English is also available for students for
students with IELTS 4.5.
This full-time course starts with a 10-week English
language proficiency program (English for Academic
Purposes), followed by four (4) units of academic study
in either a business, tourism and hospitality, science or
arts/humanities stream.

Streams available:
Arts - 22 Nov 2021 and 28 Mar 2022
Business - 22 Nov 2021 and 28 Mar 2022 and 1 Aug 2022
Science - 22 Nov 2021
Tourism and Hospitality - 22 Nov 2021 and 28 Mar 2022

Career start dates for 2022
22 November 2021 – 8 June 2022

Advanced standing

28 March 2022 – 6 October 2022

Students who successfully complete this course
may receive up to four (4) units of credit towards
the Diploma of Business or the Diploma of Science.

1 August 2022 – 15 February 2023

CRICOS 019864G
2022 Tuition fees $8,800 (3 units)

Exchange
Southern Cross University offers
exchange opportunities to students from
our Partner Institutions. Check with your
home institution and request approval for
one or two sessions.
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Year-long Study Abroad
Diploma programs
Study abroad for a year and gain a qualification in
either a Diploma of Arts and Social Sciences, or a
Diploma of Business.

Diploma of Business
Duration

1 year

Starts 		

February, June, October

Total Units

8

Location

Gold Coast

CRICOS 079231K
2022 Tuition fees Unit $3,500 I Annual $28,000
Admission requirements: Qualification equivalent to
an Australian Year 12 with the required entry grade; and
English language comparable to Academic IELTS 5.5
overall.
The Diploma of Business gives you the opportunity to
develop your academic and business skills in areas that
could include digital business, finance, management,
economics and marketing. You tailor your studies
through the choice of a business or information
technology or tourism specialisation.

Diploma of Arts and Social Sciences
Duration

1 year

Starts 		

February, June

Total Units

8

Location

Gold Coast, Lismore

CRICOS 102590B
2022 Tuition fees Unit $3,500 I Annual $28,000
Admission requirements: Qualification equivalent to
an Australian Year 12 with the required entry grade; and
English language comparable to Academic IELTS 5.5
overall. The one-year full-time (or part-time equivalent)
Diploma of Arts and Social Sciences gives you the
opportunity to develop academic skills while focusing
on either education, arts, community welfare, social
work, digital media or social sciences through the
choice of a specialisation.
Diploma of Science and Diploma of Health programs
are also available for students interested in these areas.
Diplomas are offered through SCU College, where we
understand that learners have diverse experiences
and ways of learning. The College supports your study
success and connects you with your peers.
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Academic English Pathways
English For Academic Purposes (EAP)
Duration

5 to 50 weeks

Location

Gold Coast, Lismore

CRICOS 064715B
2022 Tuition costs:
$450 per week for 15 weeks or less (20 hours face-toface tuition + 5 hours self-study) or $420 per week for
16+ weeks.
$240 enrolment fee (non-refundable)
$300 Workplace Observation placement fee.
Course overview
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) prepares students
for study at Southern Cross University. Our intensive EAP
program runs three times a year, just before university
classes begin. EAP builds on existing English language
abilities in reading, writing, speaking and listening. It
then develops students’ academic and digital literacy
practices, including: researching, referencing, note
taking, using the Southern Cross University Learning
Management System and giving presentations.
Admission requirements: Students will be assigned to an
appropriate English language level based on proficiency
scores (e.g. SCU College English Language Test, IELTS)
presented on application. Successful completion of
EAP provides direct entry to a range of Southern Cross
University degrees.
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How to apply
1. Apply
scu.edu.au/international
Complete the International Application for Admission form with all
supporting documents:
 Original or Certified Copy of academic transcripts, with grading system
 English language test results (e.g. IELTS, TOEFL)
 Academic or employer references (if required)
Submit your completed International Application for Admission form with all supporting documents
to studyabroad@scu.edu.au

2. Assessment
Applications will be acknowledged and responded to within 10 days.* Successful applications receive an
International Offer Package (Offer) including:
 Offer
 Information for Accepting your Offer
 Offer Acceptance Agreement.
* Time period relates to complete application for the immediate study period.

3. Accept
1. Review the Offer to make sure all information is correct and submit extra documents if requested.		
		 Once conditions are met, send the signed Offer Acceptance Agreement, before the Offer Lapse Date.
2. Pay the ‘fee payable on acceptance’ amount on the Offer.
3. Once all documents are received and conditions are met, Southern Cross University will issue an 		
		 electronic Confirmation of Enrolment (eCOE) so you can apply for an Australian visa.

Arriving in Australia
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Getting to Australia

Accommodation

Orientation

Make sure you know how to get to
the campus before you leave as public
transport in regional areas is limited.
Remember to fill in the Greeting
Service request online.

Review short-term and long-term
accommodation options before
you leave.

Orientation week is compulsory
and full of essential information.
Bring your passport as
identification.

scu.edu.au/international/arrive

scu.edu.au/accommodation

scu.edu.au/orientation
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SCU International
Gold Coast
Southern Cross Drive
Bilinga
QLD 4225 Australia
Lismore
Military Road
Lismore
NSW 2480 Australia
Coffs Harbour
Hogbin Drive
Coffs Harbour
NSW 2450 Australia

Follow us on social media
southerncrossuniversity
southerncrossuni
scuinternational
scuonline
uniscu

Contact
studyabroad@scu.edu.au
scu.edu.au/studyabroad
T: +61 2 6620 3876

Cricos Provider: 01241G

SCU7590
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