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Title: "Not Just Another (Feminist) Conference": Gathering To Explore Courageous
Feminisms

Dates: 13th- 15™ of November 2024.

Place: Bundjalung country; Hosted by Southern Cross University, Gold Coast (next to
the Gold Coast Airport, and the world-famous Coolangatta Beach)

It’s time to take a deep breath with us and connect with our inter/national community of feminist
and gender studies colleagues at the Bundjalung country, Gold Coast.

This is not your typical conference. We are doing things, sharing knowledge, and gathering
differently and intentionally. In the midst of the current global chaos, violence, war, genocide,
femicides, climate dystopias, more is being demanded of us- and, rightfully so. We want to
explore how we engage in feminist work courageously within and outside the academy while
also sustaining ourselves and others.

We invite broad submissions including, but not limited to Anti- and Decoloniality, Sustainability,
Care, Love, Grief, Loss, Activism and Advocacy, and Nurturing Creativity.

We welcome graduate students, post-grads, senior academics and practitioners (therapists,
policy makers, stakeholders, advocates, social workers, psychologists, teachers, health care
workers etc.) who are involved in women’s and gender work from across any disciplines and
fields to participate in a 3-day intentional gathering of knowledge creation and circulation.

This is not just a ‘scholarly’ conference. While we invite traditional papers in the format of a
paper presentation, we embrace innovative formats and approaches. Poetry? Spoken word?
Songs? Skits? Art? Dance or movement practice? A yoga class and reflection? Meditation?

Please note, AWGSA is a trans inclusive space, and we will reject any anti-trans or gender
critical feminisms.

Broad themes of the conference

1. Decoloniality & Anti-Coloniality: We invite critical conversations about decoloniality,
anti-racism, and their intersection with feminist perspectives. We embrace work that is
intentional in amplifying the sovereignty of First Nations peoples and ‘bringing to the
centre’ the voices of Blac(k), Indigenous and People of Colour voices as a way of
decentring ‘whiteness’ in gender discourse and feminist knowledge production.

2. Breath: ‘| can’t breathe’ is a slogan that we now relate to resistance of how suffocated
we can feel in the face of oppressive systems. Breath is a feminist issue as our nervous
systems have been disrupted by violence, inequalities, and pollutions. New laws about
strangulation, for example, speak to the central role of inhibiting breath in the control
of women and gender diverse people around the world. This theme welcomes papers



and creative work on any aspect relating to breath including feminist revisions of
psychological work on anxiety, domestic violence and femicide, police violence, using
breath in art, sport, and music, and more.

Climate change and sustainability: Women and gender diverse people often bear
the brunt of environmental degradation and climate change. The impacts of pollution,
food insecurity, water scarcity, and natural disasters disproportionately affect people
who are minoritised or marginalised, particularly with intersectional disadvantage.
Feminist environmentalism emphasises the need to address these inequalities and
ensure that we have equal access to resources and opportunities for resilience. We
also seek to understand how feminisms explore the connections between oppression
and the exploitation of the environment and critiques patriarchal systems that dominate
both nature and marginalised people, advocating for a more harmonious relationship
with the planet.

. Technology and Al: Technology and artificial intelligence (Al) wield profound power

and have significant implications for gender equality, emerging as pivotal feminist
issues in the 21st century. The transformative power of these innovations intersects
with societal structures, influencing everything from biased algorithms to workplace
dynamics. We seek ideas that interrogate how gender and racial biases embedded in
Al can perpetuate discrimination and expand the digital gender divide. We also seek
to understand how technology serves as a tool for feminist activism, amplifying
marginalised voices and how it has been harnessed for positive change in society.

Love and relationships: How is the concept of love shaped by societal norms and
expectations. How are relationships both oppressive and liberatory? Feminism, at its
core, advocates for the equality of all genders, challenging traditional power dynamics
and dismantling oppressive structures. We also seek to understand how definitions of
love can be extended beyond personal relationships. How can love be theorised as a
collective and responsive force in society rather than ‘feelings’? How does it connect
to broader principles of social justice that emphasise the transformative nature of this
‘force’ to build a more interconnected and caring community?

Global violences: Violences of occupation, invasion, colonialism, genocide, armed
conflicts, war, human trafficking, and slavery, have profound implications for women,
gender diverse people, and children rendering them crucial feminist issues. We seek
to learn from your work on that which helps the expansion of our knowledge on the
interconnectedness of global violences with structures of patriarchy, white supremacy
and capitalism.

Gender-based violences: Femicides, rape culture, incel cultures, child marriages,
forced marriages, female genital mutilations, toxic beauty mutilations, honour killings,
domestic violences, coercive control, revenge porn, and bans on reproductive health
are just but a few forms of gender based violences. Gender-based violence reflects
and reinforces broader systems of inequality and oppression. We seek conversations
that provide frameworks for understanding and addressing the root causes of GBV,
advocating for the safety and dignity for all genders

Healing and resting: Rest challenges the pervasive societal expectations and norms
surrounding women's productivity and well-being. In a world where women and gender
diverse people often face disproportionate demands on their time and energy,
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prioritising self-care becomes an act of resistance. Feminism recognises the
importance of acknowledging and addressing the physical and emotional toll that
systemic inequalities, gender-based violence, and societal pressures can take on
people who are marginalised. We seek work that moves us into ways of creating spaces
that validate the need for healing and rest as well as challenging the integration of
productivity and human worth.

Community and solidarity: We challenge dominant Western norms of individualism
and ‘self-actualisation’. Instead, we see community, and solidarity as central to the
feminist movement and embodying the recognition of shared experiences, struggles,
and forging connections based on empathy, understanding, and mutual respect. We
seek to learn from work that engages this sense of kinship, and amplifies the collective
voice and power of women and gender diverse people in advocating for gender
equality and social justice.

Creativity and joy: Reclaiming joy challenges the conventional narratives that often
frame people of diverse genders experiences solely through the lens of struggle and
oppression. Through art, literature, music, storytelling, cultural production and various
forms of creative expression, people can reclaim their stories and assert agency over
their identities. We seek to examine ways in which joy in a world that often seeks to
suppress autonomy and happiness functions as a form of resistance. Here, we seek to
understand how creating spaces that celebrate the diverse and multifaceted
experiences of women and all gender diverse people allowing them to find joy in their
accomplishments, relationships, and self-discovery is a feminist offering.

How to submit your work

Submit your work and let's navigate the intersection of resilience, sustainability, love, and
creativity together. Please email your abstract to AWGSA2024@gmail.com by April 30th,

2024.

All submissions need to include the following information:

Name(s) of presenters/performers/facilitators

Any institutional details

Title of session/paper

Description/abstract: please include as much detail as possible including which theme
you and what type of submission you are making (see below)

Biographical note: up to 100 words

Types of presentations

1.

2.

Oral academic presentations: traditional oral academic presentations are welcome.
Please include a 250 word abstract with your submission. (20 mins)

Panels: you are welcome to submit a pre-organised panel with your colleagues around
a topic of interest aligning to this year’s themes. Please include an overall abstract 250
words plus bios of 50 words per person. (30 mins)


mailto:AWGSA2024@gmail.com

3. Reflections: we are happy to accept reflections — spoken word, poetry, etc — alongside
traditional academic papers. Please submit an outline, and format details along with
biographical note. (10 mins)

4. Workshops: you are welcome to submit a pre-organised workshop with your
colleagues around a topic of interest aligning to this year’s themes. Please include an
overall abstract 250 words plus bios of 50 words per person. (Time: dependent on
panel — 10-15 mins per person maximum).

5. Creative pieces (art, theatre, music, dance, writing): we welcome creative
responses to feminist issues, including art, music, dance, movement, creative stories,
and more. Submit a description of your work (10 mins)

6. Movement sessions: if you are an emerging or experienced practitioner or simply like
to help support people to move more and would like to share this with others in the
community, please submit an expression of interest. This may be yoga, breathwork,
walking, or other movement practices. Submit an expression of interest with your
biographical note and any other details.

All will be notified by June 15, 2024.

Contact: If you have any questions, please use our conference specific email address which
will be monitored weekly by the conference organisers.

Cost: TBA. AWGSA is committed to keep the costs low for our members and delegates.

Please note, there will be a conference party, as well as specific Post-Grad and ECR
events.

Our socials AWGSA Website, LinkedIn Facebook Twitter
Hashtags #AWGSA2024 #NotAnotherConference

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: TBA


https://awgsa.asn.au/
https://au.linkedin.com/company/the-australian-women%E2%80%99s-and-gender-studies-association
https://www.facebook.com/awgsa/
https://twitter.com/AWGSA1

