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Information Sheet for Owners
	
I wish to invite you to participate in the Southern Cross University Animal Ethics Committee (AEC) approved [teaching/research] activity titled “[Project Title]” (Approval No. [ARA/Year/Number]), described below.

My name is [Full Name] and I am conducting this [teaching/research] activity as part of [Unit code and unit name / Degree or program / Research project details] within the [School/Faculty] at Southern Cross University.

	Research/Teaching Project
	Title: [Project Title]
Activity type: [Teaching / Research]
AEC approval: [Approval No. ARA/Year/Number] (valid [DD Month YYYY] to [DD Month YYYY])


	Aim of the Research/Teaching
	[Briefly state the aim of the activity.]
[High-level animal interactions: e.g., handling, observation, non-invasive measurements, sample collection (if applicable), frequency and duration.]


	What will the study involve
	[Describe what will happen step-by-step at a high level, where it will take place, how long it will take, and how many sessions/visits are expected.]


	Animal Management
	Responsibility for animal care and welfare: The wellbeing of participating animals will be monitored throughout the approved activity. Responsibility for the animal’s care and welfare sits with the animal owner at all times except during periods when the animal is under the direct supervision and control of SCU staff or students as part of the AEC-approved activity (for example, during handling, procedures, and recovery/monitoring immediately after procedures, where applicable). During those periods, the SCU investigator-in-charge (or their delegate) is responsible for the animal’s welfare. Responsibility returns to the owner when the animal is released back into the owner’s care and control at the end of the approved activity session.


	Known risks
	

	Unforeseen risks
	

	Unforeseen Risks






	While the researchers undertake their study with all due care, there may be instances when unforeseen risks arise during the research study. The research investigators will promptly inform owners of all animals participating in the study of any new information that may affect their continued willingness to participate. After assessing the risks, owners will be provided with the option of withdrawing from the study.  

	Adverse events
	In addition to injury or death, adverse events may include unexpected distress, pain, anxiety, agitation, or behavioural changes. If an animal shows signs of distress or compromised welfare, procedures may be modified, paused, or stopped early to protect the animal’s wellbeing. The owner will be informed as soon as practicable, and any unexpected adverse events will be managed and reported in line with AEC requirements.


	Financial costs
	

	Confidentiality
	

	Participation is Voluntary
	

	Use, storage & disposal of information
	

	Approval
	This project has been approved by the Animal Ethics Committee of Southern Cross University (Approval No. [ARA/Year/Number]; valid from [DD Month YYYY] to [DD Month YYYY]). If AEC approval is suspended, varied in a way that affects this activity, or withdrawn, the activity will cease (or be modified) as required, and participating owners will be informed.


	Researchers
Contact Details
	Should you have any questions or concerns relating to the project please feel free to ask at any point.
[Full Name], [Role/Position], Southern Cross University — Phone: [Phone]; Email: [Email]


	Complaints
	Should you have any complaints concerning the manner in which this [teaching/research] activity is conducted, please contact:
Animal Ethics 
Southern Cross University
Tel: (02) 6626 9575
Email: animal.ethics@scu.edu.au

	
	This Information Sheet is provided for the purposes of Animal Ethics approval and ethical governance only and does not replace or vary any other agreements that may be required for the conduct of teaching or research activities.

Thank you for considering this request and I look forward to further contact with you.

Regards,
[Full Name]
[Role/Position], Southern Cross University
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