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WHS Audit Schedule


Audits of high-risk activities and critical risk controls implementation at SCU 

Work Health and Safety (WHS) Assurance and Verification Program
Audit Period: 2026 - 2027
Prepared by: Workplace Health and Safety Team
Document Owner: Workplace Health and Safety Team

Purpose
This Audit Schedule establishes a planned program of assurance activities for high-risk work areas across Southern Cross University (SCU). The audits are designed to verify that critical controls, safe systems of work, High Risk Procedures (HRPs), and Work Health and Safety (WHS) Management Procedures are effectively implemented and maintained to protect workers, students, contractors, visitors, and the University community.
The audits are scheduled as per the requirements of WHS Management Procedure 15: Audit and Assurance

Why These Audits Are Necessary
SCU's WHS Management System is founded on the principle that all work-related risks must be identified, assessed, controlled, monitored, and continuously improved. The University's WHS framework includes Safe Systems of Work, Critical Risk Management, High Risk Procedures, Risk Assessments, Training Requirements, Permit Systems, and Workplace Inspections, all of which require ongoing verification to ensure they remain effective. The Safety Essentials program identifies the SCU WHS Management System, Critical Risk Management, and High Risk Procedures as key components of the University's approach to risk management and continuous improvement. 
Audit Objectives

SCU's Critical Risk Framework identifies those risks that have credible potential for fatality or life-altering injuries and requires additional preventive controls and monitoring arrangements. 

Audits provide independent assurance that:

· Safe systems of work remain suitable for operational activities.
· Hazards and risks are appropriately identified, assessed, and controlled.
· Critical Risk Controls identified by SCU are in place and functioning effectively. 
· Safe Systems of Work are implemented and understood by workers, students and contractors. 
· High Risk Procedures (HRPs) are being followed across all relevant work activities. 
· Control measures identified through risk assessments remain effective and are regularly reviewed. 
· Legislative obligations under the Work Health and Safety Act and Work Health and Safety Regulation are being met. 
· Opportunities for continual improvement are identified and actioned through the SCU WHS Management System. The University's risk management documentation requires controls to be monitored and reviewed whenever processes change, controls become ineffective, following incidents, or when requested through consultation processes. The hazard identification and risk assessment framework specifically requires consideration of critical risks, High Risk Procedures, associated management systems, and control effectiveness.


	High Risk Area Audits

	Audit to be completed
	Work Unit
	Month
	Notes

	Vessel and Maritime Safety
	FSE
	July 2026
	Completed

	Diving and Underwater Work
	FSE
	August 2026
	Completed

	Plant and Equipment
	PS
	September 2026
	Underway

	Date Centres
	TS
	November 2026
	Scheduled

	Hazardous Chemical Management
	RIOT
	January 2027
	Scheduled

	Libraries
	DVCR
	February 2027
	Scheduled

	Fieldwork (Land Based)
	FSE
	March 2027
	Scheduled

	Gyms and Pool
	Campus Services
	April 2027
	Scheduled

	Cafes and Kitchens
	Campus Services
	May 2027
	Scheduled

	Outdoor Chemicals Use
	FSE/PS
	June 2027
	Scheduled

	Teaching Labs (Health)
	FoH
	July 2027
	Scheduled

	Research Labs
	FSE
	August 2027
	Scheduled

	Animals - Vet School
	FSE
	September 2027
	Scheduled

	Scheduled Substances
	SCARS
	October 2027
	Scheduled



	Work Unit Critical Risk Implementation Audits

	Work Unit 
	Month
	Critical Risks to be audited

	Office of the VP (Future Students and Outreach) 
	June 2026
	Animals 
Aviation
Biological
Boating, including vessels, rafts, and canoes
Electricity	
Emergency Events
Falls	
Hazardous Substances	
Lack of oxygen	
Pressurised gas and stored energy	
Remote and isolated work	
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Working in or around water	
Psychological Safety

	Property Services
	December 2026
	Animals, 
Biological, 
Confined Space,
 Electricity, 
Emergency Events, 
Falls, 
Hazardous Substances, 
Lack of Oxygen, 
Person interaction with vehicle or machinery, 
Pressurised gas and stored energy, 
Remote and isolated work, 
Vehicle (driving) operation, 
Violence and aggression, 
Working in and around water, 
Psychological safety

	OVC- Governance, CHEC Admin, OVP Research and Education Impact
	December 2026
	Emergency Events, 
Falls, 
Vehicle (driving) operation, 
Psychological Safety

	Faculty of Education
	December 2026
	Emergency Events, 
Person interaction with vehicle or machinery, 
Remote and isolated work, 
Vehicle (driving) operation,
Violence and aggression, 
Psychological Safety

	Faculty of Business Law and Arts
	December 2026
	Electricity
Emergency Events
Falls
Vehicle (driving) Operation
Violence and Aggression
Psychological Safety

	SCU Events
	December 2026
	Electricity
Emergency Events
Falls
Vehicle (driving) Operation

	OPVC – Academic Innovation, CTL
	December 2026
	Animals
Electricity
Emergency Events
Falls
Vehicle (driving) Operation
Violence and Aggression
Psychological Safety

	Finance
	December 2026
	Emergency Events
Vehicle (driving) Operation
Psychological Safety

	Riot
	December 2026
	Hazardous Substances
Lack of Oxygen
Pressurised Gas and Stored Energy

	SCU Ventures
	February 2027
	Electricity
Emergency Events
Violence and Aggression

	DVC Research (Library, Graduate)
	February 2027
	Remote and isolated work, 
Vehicle (driving) operation,
Violence and aggression, 
Psychological Safety

	Faculty of Science and Engineering
	March 2027
	Animals 
Aviation
Biological
Boating, including vessels, rafts, and canoes
Confined space	
Diving	
Electricity	
Emergency Events
Falls	
Hazardous Substances	
Lack of oxygen	
Person interaction with vehicle or machinery
Pressurised gas and stored energy	
Radiation	
Remote and isolated work	
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Working in or around water	
Psychological Safety

	People and Culture
	TBA
	Animals
Biological
Emergency Events
Hazardous Substances
Remote and isolated work	
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Psychological Safety

	Faculty of Health
	TBA
	Biological
Emergency Events
Hazardous Substances	
Lack of oxygen	
Pressurised gas and stored energy	
Radiation	
Remote and isolated work	
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Psychological Safety

	VPSR
	TBA
	Emergency Events
Remote and isolated work	
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Psychological Safety

	PVC (AQ) – OPVC (Academic Quality), SCU College, BIQ, Gnibi, Student Integrity and Conduct 
	TBA
	Emergency Events
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Psychological Safety

	Technology Services 
	TBA
	Electricity	
Emergency Events
Falls
Pressurised gas and stored energy
Remote and isolated work	
Vehicle (driving) operation	
Violence and aggression	
Psychological Safety

	OVP – Marketing, Communications and Strategy
	TBA
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