
Drone use at SCU 
managed through FSA 

and AV CRM

Approved

Drone use allowed 
if approved by the 
Head of Work Unit

Drone use not 
allowed

Yes

Submit Fieldwork Risk 
Assessment (incl. drone 

flying)

Remote Pilot in charge is a 
registered SCU drone pilot 

and has a Remote Pilot 
licence (RePL)1

Drone registered with SCU (all 
weights) and CASA (>250 g)

Drone (>2 kg)  listed in the 
Schedule 1 of the SCU Drone 

operations manual

Normal procedures 
followed from JHA

Non-normal 
procedures 

followed 

Use JHA and submit full risk 
assessment. Additional paperwork 
(e.g. SORA) and a CASA instrument 
or additional certification may be 
required (can take 8–12 weeks)

Approved

Fly drone

Store Pre-
flight Briefing 
(>2 kg use AV 

CRM)

Complete 
drone and 

pilot log (>2 
kg use AV 

CRM)

No
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1. Student pilots may fly drones (≤2 kg) in special training situations. This must occur under the direct supervision of registered remote pilot in charge with appropriate experience, as well as be approved in writing by the Chief 
Remote Pilot.
2. Standard flight conditions require operations in class G airspace and with land holders permission, over non-populous areas and places where people are not gathered, >5.5 km from Aerodromes/HLAs, VLOS, VMS, <12 kts wind, 
daylight hours, <120 m, >30 m from people, not near emergency situations (e.g. car crash, fires, police operations, search and rescue operations) and one pilot per aircraft. The location must have a well marked TO/landing site, 
alternate landing site and an emergency dump zone. 

Drone >2 kg

Drone ≤2 kg & 
operated in 

standard conditions 
only2

Submit Flight 
Authorisation via 

AV CRM

Drone in maintenance 
with no defects in AV 

CRM

Drone professionally 
serviced every 50 h or 

if not used for >12 
months (record 

details in AV CRM)

No

Yes
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