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Today’s Talking 
Teaching

1. What does the landscape of SoLT 
publishing look like? 

2. What are some entry points for 
getting started on a project, such as 
Southern Cross University's SSRN 
paper series?

3. What are some* of the foundations of 
a rigorous and publishable SoLT 
project?

* Research frameworks, methodologies and ethics are whole 
topics in themselves – so just a quick nod to these today! 

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/


Getting to know the SoLT publishing landscape
Journals Conferences

Other



Models and inspiration

Source: Osburn et al., 2021

Source: Little et al., 2024

Source: James, 2021

Source: Chapin, 2018



Considerations for choosing “targets”

Questions to consider
 

What are the aims and scope?

What is the Scimago (SJR) ranking? (Q1-4)

What are the acceptance rates, median 
timelines, and word limits?

Can I publish open access?

Can I release a pre-print?

Other Links/Resources

What are journal metrics

SoLT journals: SCU Library can help! 
Also: this list from CSU

Developmental journals: 
Advancing Scholarship and Research in Higher 

Education | Student Engagement in Higher Education 
Journal

Look for “special issue calls for papers”, e.g. 
JUTLP, Taylor & Francis

https://www.scimagojr.com/
https://libguides.scu.edu.au/researcheressentials
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/
https://scuhdrtraining.com/publish-your-research/
https://libguides.csu.edu.au/SoTL/journals
https://asrhe.org/index.php/asrhe/index
https://asrhe.org/index.php/asrhe/index
https://sehej.raise-network.com/raise
https://sehej.raise-network.com/raise
https://open-publishing.org/journals/index.php/jutlp/cfp
https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/call-for-papers/


Pre-print Journal peer-review Published article

ü Taylor & Francis
ü Springer
ü Wiley
ü Elsevier

ü Palgrave-
Macmillan

ü Emerald
？ Sage

ü Benefit from peer-review to improve your 
manuscript before journal submission

ü Gets your work out there, with a doi, often 
much faster than a journal

ü Is evidence of SoLT for PRP and Promotions

Releasing a pre-print via the University’s SoLT series

OK to post an SSRN pre-print?*

1 project = 3–4 outputs (e.g. SSRN pre-print + journal article 
+ SCU Showcase presentation + conference presentation)

* Note: It is important for authors to verify publisher 
policies. If in doubt, contact a journal’s editorial team. 

https://authorservices.taylorandfrancis.com/publishing-your-research/making-your-submission/posting-to-preprint-server/
https://www.springer.com/gp/editorial-policies/preprint-sharing
https://authorservices.wiley.com/author-resources/Journal-Authors/open-access/preprints-policy.html
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/sharing
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/journal-authors/rights-permissions/10052490
https://www.palgrave.com/gp/journal-authors/rights-permissions/10052490
https://www.emeraldgrouppublishing.com/publish-with-us/author-policies/pre-prints-conference-papers-policies
https://au.sagepub.com/en-gb/oce/prior-publication
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/


Tips for 
publishing 
SoLT work 

Research the 
landscape

Save models 
& inspiration1

2

3

4
5

6

Ensure “fit” 
with journal 
aims & scope

Consider journal 
metrics, open 
access possibilities

Look out for 
special issues

1 project, 
3–4 outputs

Adapted from Pubrica, 2023

https://pubrica.com/academy/journal-submission/where-should-we-submit-our-manuscript-an-analysis-of-journal-submission-strategies/


The “journey” of SoLT publishing

Source: Duckworth, 2016

https://sheridancollege.libguides.com/mindsetmatters/mindset/iceburg-illusion


Manuscript submission and peer review

Source: University of Auckland, 2024

https://research-hub.auckland.ac.nz/the-publishing-process/how-do-i-publish-in-a-journal


Peer review

Source: Redpenblackpen, 2020Source: Reddit, 2019

Source: www.yourdictionary.com
Credit: Pixabay/Free-Photos

https://www.instagram.com/p/CFAIA5aDwpR/
https://www.reddit.com/r/academicpublishing/comments/aoall3/i_work_for_a_scholarly_publisher_and_like_to_make/
http://www.yourdictionary.com


Tips for 
publishing 
SoLT work 

Research the 
landscape

Save models 
& inspiration1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

Ensure “fit” 
with journal 
aims & scope

Consider journal 
metrics, open 
access possibilities

Look out for 
special issues

1 project, 
3–4 outputs

Be realistic: 
Have backup 

plans

Adapted from Pubrica, 2023

Embrace the 
journey

https://pubrica.com/academy/journal-submission/where-should-we-submit-our-manuscript-an-analysis-of-journal-submission-strategies/


Tips for 
choosing your 
topic/issue/ 
problem

... you're 
really 

interested in

... you're 
curious 
about

... you know 
something 

about 
already

... you can 
realistically 

research

... that is 
relevant

... that will 
contribute to 
the existing 
knowledge

Choose a 
topic…



Foundations for solid and publishable SoLT

Source: Lodge et al., 2024Source: Clemens, 2024

“Once aligned with the aims and scope of the journal, we are interested in whether a manuscript 
moves the conversation in the literature and the broader field forward… state clearly  and 
unambiguously somewhere in the manuscript (and preferably early on) exactly what the intended 
contribution is. Do not make reviewers guess; for example, ‘The contribution to existing research 
we make in this paper is ...’” (Lodge et al., 2024, p. 2).

https://twitter.com/scientistswrite/status/1784977178217558441


Foundations for solid and publishable SoLT

Source: Miller-Young & Yeo, 2015, p. 44

Source: Kozar, 2022

Other sources

Designing SoTL Studies—Part II: Practicality (Bartsch, 2013)

Diverse Methodological Approaches and Considerations for SoTL 
in Higher Education (Hubball & Clark, 2010)



Problem formulation 
phase

Pedagogy redesign 
phase

Action research phase Reflection phase

What are your 
teaching challenges?

What’s the hopeful 
idea for teaching 
differently?

What could you do 
differently?

What’s your research 
question?

Design your action 
research – what data 
will you collect to 
answer your question?

Gain ethics approval (if 
needed), do the 
research and analyse 
the data

Report back on 
your research and 
what you learned 

Continual: Engaging with the literature (relevant contemporary evidence, ideas, theory, 
debates) + critical reflection

Adapted from: Hattam et al., 
forthcoming; see also 
Schratz, 1992

An example action research framework: 
Research While Teaching (RWT)



Source: Hattam et al., forthcoming

An example action research framework: 
Research While Teaching (RWT)



Summary



Thank you!
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