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SoLT: What, why, how?
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What is SoLT 
at SCU?

Why do SoLT? How can SoLT
be done?

>> Understand how SoLT is 
defined at SCU

>> Know where to find key 
resources about SoLT at SCU

>> Understand what it means 
to bring a ‘SoLT mindset’ to 
teaching and learning



Sense-making about SoLT

– International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (ISSOTL)

– Center for Engaged Learning

(Shulman, 2002, p. viii)

(TAFE Queensland, 2023)

teaching and learning as serious intellectual work.

undertaking systematic inquiry about student learning – informed by prior 
scholarship on teaching and learning – and going public with the results.

Scholars of teaching and learning are prepared to confront the ethical as well 
as the intellectual and pedagogical challenges of their work. They are not 
prepared to be drive-by educators. They insist on stopping at the scene to see 
what more they can do.

“
“

“

SoTL aims to bring a scholarly and critical lens to higher education teaching 
with an element of curiosity, inquiry, rigour and discipline expertise.“

inquiry focused on student learning… grounded in both scholarly and local 
context… methodologically sound… conducted in partnership with students… 
involves ‘going public’.

“
(Felten, 2013, pp. 122-123)

Which words/concepts resonate with 
you as important to SoLT?

Which words/concepts challenge or 
surprise you about SoLT?

https://issotl.com/about-issotl/
https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/studying-engaged-learning/what-is-sotl/


From Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Guide, Deakin University, 2023 
(https://deakin.libguides.com/SoTL/what-is-SoTL)

Research 
outputs

• Symposia
• Conferences
• Reports
• Journal articles
• Books, chapters

Reading

Applying

Reflecting

“The reflective 
practitioner”

All SoLT at SCU!

https://deakin.libguides.com/SoTL/what-is-SoTL


Key resource #1: SCU SoLT Framework

At Southern Cross University, the Scholarship of 
Learning and Teaching (SoLT) is defined as: 

scholarly activity grounded in practice and 
a shared, evidence-based approach to 
improving our students’ learning 
experiences and outcomes.

– Southern Cross University Scholarship of Learning and Teaching (SoLT) Framework

https://www.scu.edu.au/about/leadership/executive/academic-portfolio-office-apo/scholarship-of-learning-and-teaching/


Evidence, 
ideas, theory, 
debates, etc.

Learning & 
teaching

• understanding
• practice

Improved 
student 
outcomes

informs informs

“making it public”

To put this in another way…



“Going public” with SoLT

SoLT is related to 
improving student 
outcomes, is scholarly 
and active

SoLT Not SoLT (but may be 
professional development)

–
presenting practice or 
research insights at a seminar; 
producing a reflection on 
contemporary evidence and 
practice; peer review

attending (but not presenting at) a 
seminar; undertaking Blackboard 
training; reporting student 
demographic data; governance; 
unrelated training or research

SoLT occurs on a 
continuum of more
local to more public

More local

peer-to-peer; unit, course, 
discipline teams; writing, 
reading or research group; 
community of practice

websites, blogs, feature articles; 
resources, guides; association special 
interest groups; symposia; 
conferences; reports; journal articles; 
books, chapters

More public



Why do SoLT?

How has scholarly evidence or literature 
about teaching and learning influenced 

you and your teaching?



Why do SoLT?

Higher Education Standards Framework 
(Threshold Standards) 2021 (HES Framework)

Tertiary Education Quality and Standards 
Agency (TEQSA)

Staff with course delivery responsibilities must be involved in relevant, continuing scholarship that:

• advances knowledge or professional practice, or

• transmits advances through contemporary approaches to teaching and learning, or research and

training
– Guidance Note: Scholarship (TEQSA, 2022)

Academic staff need to plan for, develop, and maintain evidence of their scholarly activities

https://www.teqsa.gov.au/guides-resources/resources/guidance-notes/guidance-note-scholarship


https://spark.scu.edu.au/kb/tl/teach/evaluate-your-teaching/categories-of-
scholarship-of-learning-and-teaching-activity-and-achievements

Examples:

Peer reviews of teaching

Research publications

Innovative teaching methods

Contributing to accreditation, benchmarking

Examples:

Delivering workshops, presentations, 
webinars, podcasts, interviews

Developing standards, resources, guidelines

Contributing to associations, e.g. HERDSA

Editorial or peer-review roles 

Examples:

Evidence-informed development of 
curriculum or learning materials

Training, secondments

Awards, fellowships

Key resource #2: Categories of SoLT

Tips: 

Plan for SoLT
Seek opportunities
Talk to others

https://spark.scu.edu.au/kb/tl/teach/evaluate-your-teaching/categories-of-scholarship-of-learning-and-teaching-activity-and-achievements
https://www.herdsa.org.au/special-interest-groups


Key resource #3: Academic promotions –
evidence of impact

https://www.scu.edu.au/staff/hr-services/organisational-development/career-
development/academic-promotion/

Unit Course Faculty/
College Institution

Beyond 
the 

institution

https://www.scu.edu.au/staff/hr-services/organisational-development/career-development/academic-promotion/


SCU: 
improves 
students’ 
learning 
experiences and 
outcomes

TEQSA:
advances 
knowledge 
or practice, or

transmits 
advances

Adapted from: Hattam et al., forthcoming; see also Schratz, 1992

How to do SoLT? An example



Example: An RWT Action Research Approach

Problem formulation 
phase

Pedagogy redesign 
phase

Action research phase Reflection phase

What are your 
teaching challenges?

What’s the hopeful 
idea for teaching 
differently?

What could you do 
differently?

What’s your research 
question?

Design your action 
research – what data
will you collect to 
answer your question?

Gain ethics approval (if 
needed), do the 
research and analyse
the data

Report back on 
your research and 
what you learned 

Continual: Engaging with the literature (relevant contemporary evidence, ideas, theory, 
debates) + critical reflection

Adapted from: Hattam
et al., forthcoming



Source: Hattam et al., forthcoming

Example: An RWT Action Research Approach



https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/ https://doi.org/10.14742/ajet.7929

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/
https://doi.org/10.14742/ajet.7929


Summary

Scholarly

Evidence-based

Shared

Improves students’ 
learning experiences 

and outcomes

How can SoLT be done?Why do SoLT?What is SoLT at SCU?

Informs good teaching 
and student outcomes

Professional 
enrichment

Career progression

SoLT is a required part 
of teaching at SCU

Start with:

Reflective practice

Progress to:

Scholarly collaborations

Contributing to communities

Contributing to the literature

Plus more!

Reflection, Refinement, Research 
While Teaching

Key SCU resources: SoLT Framework | SoLT Categories | Academic promotion - evidence of impact |

NEW: Showcasing your SoLT activities | Further reading: Felten, 2013 | Trigwell, 2021

https://www.scu.edu.au/about/leadership/executive/academic-portfolio-office-apo/scholarship-of-learning-and-teaching/
https://spark.scu.edu.au/kb/tl/teach/evaluate-your-teaching/categories-of-scholarship-of-learning-and-teaching-activity-and-achievements
https://www.scu.edu.au/staff/hr-services/organisational-development/career-development/academic-promotion/
https://spark.scu.edu.au/kb/tl/teach/evaluate-your-teaching/how-to-showcase-your-learning-and-teaching-achievements-and-activities
https://journalhosting.ucalgary.ca/index.php/TLI/article/view/57376/43149
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.ezproxy.scu.edu.au/chapters/edit/10.4324/9781003008330-17/scholarship-teaching-learning-keith-trigwell?context=ubx&refId=6c081fa9-982b-4cf7-83c4-044dac926a2b
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Thank you!

Questions?

– Trigwell, 2021, p. 290




