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Inquiry-based learning is more 
than asking a student what he or 
she wants to know. It’s about 
triggering curiosity. And 
activating a student’s curiosity is, 
I would argue, a far more 
important and complex goal than 
mere information delivery.

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/what-heck-inquiry-based-learning-heather-wolpert-gawron



Inquiry approach
There are many benefits to adopting an inquiry based teaching approach.

Creates 
Ownership

• Students 
curiously explore 
questions on 
their own, 
reinforcing 
learning 
autonomy.

Improve student 
engagement

• Encourages 
students to 
immerse 
themselves into 
the learning 
process

Personalised

• Content uses 
different forms 
(text, video, 
audio, etc.)

• Adapts to 
individual needs

Deeper 
understanding

• Students reflect 
on their own 
journey

• Make their own 
connections 
about what they 
learn. 



Starting Point

Inquiry template was used to design the overall 
unit.

We started by answering the following questions:

• What are the Learning Outcomes?

• What are the Essential Questions about the unit 
to focus instruction

• What evidence will there be? (assessment?)



Module Design

• What are the main ideas, key concepts, issues or 
dilemmas that each module will cover?

• What will students understand in this module? 
(worth knowing, important, essential?)

• What guiding question will engage students 
with this module? 



Module Structure



Unit Overview



Mind mapping



Mind 
mapping 
activity



Study lounge



Chunking content and embedding

Chunking is the breaking up content into smaller, 
distinct units of information (chunks).

Chunked

• Chunking helps to visualize the content’s 
flow and organization. 

• Chunked content doesn’t look like a wall of 
text, which makes content look difficult.

• Chunking lets people easily skim the 
content. 

• Chunking reduces cognitive load. 

• Usability studies show skim reading is 
adults’ preferred method of reading, 
especially online.

https://elearningindustry.com/chunking-content-what-research-tells-us

Wall of text



Multimedia content
Embedded content and interactives were used throughout 
the learning site to promote engagement.

Reduces 
Cognitive Load

• Less clicks, less 
browser tabs, 
less complexity

• Unify and 
contextualize the 
learning

Improve student 
engagement

• Increase visual 
appeal with 
diagrams, videos 
and infographics.

Supports Curation

• Why reinvent the 
wheel if you can 
reuse an existing 
resource.

• Embed Creative 
Commons Media

More Interactive

• Quizzes, surveys, 
games and polls 
can be 
embedded



Inquiry Questions



Interactive Design
Students explore interactive content including videos, 
diagrams, quizzes and case studies.



Unit Content Design Tips

• Create and embed an introduction video that sets a good 
first impression and welcomes students

• What guiding questions will engage students with the 
topic?

• Make sure your information design is solid and logical. 
Do all the elements work together?

• Chunk content for clarity and ease of skimming. Carefully 
curate, and remove extraneous elements.

• Contexualise multimedia with instructions and provide 
linking statements to the surrounding content.

• Create links that are significant without their surrounding 
content. Avoid links with vague text, such as "click here.“ 
Better yet, EMBED linked content.



Co-designing an engaging learning environment

Thanks for listening!



Questions




