
Acknowledgement of Country

I acknowledge and pay respect to the ancestors and 
descendants of the Lands upon which we work, meet 

and study. 

I am mindful that within and without the buildings, the 
Land always was and always will be Aboriginal Land.



Prof Fiona Naumann
Faculty of Health

Dr Geoff Lamberton
Faculty of Business, Law and Arts

August 2021

Assessing student learning and 
capabilities without an exam



Assessment in Health –
whole of course approach

Assessing student learning and capabilities without an exam

Professor Fiona Naumann
Associate Dean, Education, Faculty of Health



Assessments
Role – determine student's response to 

the T&L and achievement against 

required professional standards.

If end of session exam is no 
longer an option, what types 
of assessment can be used?



HEALTH - MILLER’S PYRAMID OF CLINICAL COMPETENCE



Oral Viva

Presentation



Underpinning Characteristics:

1. Authentic - Based on real world scenarios; 
simulate what is asked of professionals –
aligned to roles, interactions, audiences
2. Scaffolded - whole of course approach
3. Standards - Involve learners representing 
their achievement against professional practice 
competencies.

A u t h e n t i c



01. VIVA VOCE or ORAL DEFENCE

•Students engage in complex case analysis.

•Students presented authentic client case - time 
to develop a management plan.

•Requires student to draw on diverse discipline 
knowledge.

•Student then talks through the plan with 
examiner/s.

• Format enables examiner to probe & explore 
the depth of understanding and rationales.



Scaffolded across the course

Year 1 - Oral case presentation, case 

known and planned.

Year 2 - Oral case presentation with known 

case, questions centered on decisions and 

rationale.

Final Year - Unknown case presented, 

develop a management plan, present and 

discuss plan with examiner.

Year 1- Oral Presentation 

Year 2 - Oral Presentation + Qs 

Year 3 / 4 - Oral VIVA



Scaffolded across the course - Example



VIVA Case Scenario

Joan has type 2 diabetes that is not 
currently controlled.

 History
 Medications
 Other medical conditions
 Lifestyle.

01.



VIVA Assessment Rubric01.

Student: ID Pre-filled Examiner 1

Section 1: Assessment & interpretation of information  (25%)

Understanding of
Diagnosis  Pathophysiology  
Treatment 
Medical Hx
Medications
Symptoms

Integration of Information 
regarding client

Detailed 
descriptors 
aligned to 
standards

7 Excellent
6 Very good
5 Good   
4 Pass/satisfactory  
3 Below satisfactory

Feedback

Section 2: Development of an evidenced based treatment plan (25%)

Client management
Lifestyle review
Client education
Allied health referrals

Exercise Programming

Detailed 
descriptors 
aligned to 
standards

7 Excellent
6 Very good
5 Good   
4 Pass/satisfactory  
3 Below satisfactory
Feedback



 Assessment exemplar –
key things to identify

 One or two examiners 
for cross moderation

 External examiners –
external moderation, 
assurance of standards

 Online
 Examiner training –

standards of student 
achievement.

Student: ID Pre-filled Examiner 1

Section 3: Rationale and Justification(50%)

Sound justification for all 
decisions

Detailed descriptors 
aligned to standards

7 Excellent
6 Very good
5 Good   
4 Pass/satisfactory  
3 Below satisfactory

Feedback

Overall Score Detailed descriptors 
aligned to standards

7 Excellent
6 Very good
5 Good   
4 Pass/satisfactory  
3 Below satisfactory

Feedback

VIVA Assessment Rubric (continued)01.



DIGITAL Assessment Template01.

Google docs



Presentation

Detailed project that requires a student 
to bring together competency to prepare 
an authentic piece or work, proposal.

Example could include designing and 
delivering a webinar for a professional or 
community audience.

Presentation02.



Webinar Assessment Rubric

Content

Delivery

IT capability

Webinar Assessment Rubric02.



• Scope of Practice, Career Options

• Career Development

• Career Readiness

• Introduction to 
Me in a Minute

• Graduate Ready 
Me in a Minute

02. Presentation – Professional Identity



Exercise Instruction clarity

Key teaching points, feeling 
cues

Self analysis of technique.

02. Presentation – Exercise Instruction & 
Demonstration



BUSN3002
Sustainable Business Management
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Aims:

 Explore idea of a sustainable business

 Transition business organisations towards 
sustainability

Image from https://www.sundropfarms.com/our-facilities/#1-gallery-1

https://www.sundropfarms.com/our-facilities/#1-gallery-1


Learning Outcomes
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Application - Apply sustainable business principles to a live 
organisation

Problem solving - Identify causes of unsustainability and fix the 
problem

Creativity - Creative redesign of product (service)

and production system (service delivery system).

Image from https://www.advancedsciencenews.com/team-builds-first-living-robots/

https://www.advancedsciencenews.com/team-builds-first-living-robots/
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Image from https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/smog-eating-buildings-battle-air-pollution-180954781/

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/smog-eating-buildings-battle-air-pollution-180954781/


Assessment templates
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Image from https://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2017/06/30/chinas-new-forest-city-will-make-you-rethink-urban-cities/
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Bilingual support 
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1. Bilingual glossaries & video resources with 
related activities

2. Language of choice options with BTA & WeChat support

3. Staff exchange & acculturation.

Ashton-Hay, S.A., Lamberton, G., Zhou, Y. and von der Heidt, T. (2021), 
"Bilingual learning strategies to support Chinese EAL business students", 
Journal of International Education in Business, 
https://doi.org/10.1108/JIEB-10-2020-0083 

Image from https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/feb/11/the-bilingual-brain-albert-costa-language-review

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/feb/11/the-bilingual-brain-albert-costa-language-review


Questions

Thanks for listening!
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