
Acknowledgement of Country

I acknowledge and pay respect to the ancestors and 
descendants of the Lands upon which we work, meet and 

study. 

I am mindful that within and without the buildings, the 
Land always was and always will be Aboriginal Land.
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• Social Science Research Network (SSRN) Overview (Thomas)

• SSRN contribution process (Johanna)

• SSRN Q&A (Thomas and Johanna)

• Symposium Highly commendable award team recipient (Mieke) 
Heart centred teaching - enabling a pedagogy of kindness
Dr Airdre Grant, Deakin University and Centre for Teaching and Learning, and 
Dr Mieke Witsel, Centre for Teaching and Learning

Scholarship in Action – Talking Teaching December 2021 webinar

Webinar overview
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Social Science Research Network (SSRN) 

Professor Thomas Roche, Pro Vice Chancellor (Academic Quality)

Dr Johanna Nieuwoudt, SCU College



Southern Cross University Scholarship of Learning & Teaching Papers

What is it? 

An opportunity to disseminate an early form paper to a 
network of scholars via the Social Science Research Network 
(SSRN; 2.2M users; Scopus-listed)

How does it work?

Submit a paper to the SCU Research Paper Series 

> blind peer review 

> paper uploaded for distribution internationally via the SSRN 
and to all SCU colleagues
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Social Science Research Network (SSRN) 



Where can I find out more?

• Access author instructions and a template: 

Scholarship and evaluation in the Introducing the Southern Cross Model 

Blackboard site

• Ask a question or submit a paper: 

solt-papers@scu.edu.au

• View papers and subscribe: 

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/

Southern Cross University Scholarship of Learning & Teaching Papers
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Social Science Research Network (SSRN) 

https://learn.scu.edu.au/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_4913808_1&course_id=_144905_1&mode=reset
mailto:solt-papers@scu.edu.au
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/
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https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/

Social Science Research Network (SSRN) 

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/southern-cross-u-res/
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Social Science Research Network (SSRN) contribution process
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Advantages

• Receive feedback on a working paper

• Increase quality of manuscript to be 
submitted to a particular journal

• Publicise research to an international 
network – well before formal publication 
of finalised manuscript.

Disadvantages

• Extra work?

Social Science Research Network (SSRN) contribution process
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Social Science Research Network (SSRN) contribution process
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Questions

Image from https://depositphotos.com/

Social Science Research Network 
(SSRN) Q&A
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https://depositphotos.com/
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A practical pedagogy of kindness

Dr Airdre Grant, Deakin University and SCU CTL

Dr Mieke Witsel, SCU CTL
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“the engine that generates an ongoing and continuous enriching 
educative process of dialogue that leads to personal critical awareness 
and critical consciousness. This is an empowering and liberative process 
that should lead to self-motivated willingness to actively work towards 
changing one’s personal life circumstances.” 

(Smith-Campbell & Littles, 2016 p.35)

Pedagogical love in action
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If we ‘give’ students what they want (from a desire to 
be liked) do we act in their best interests?

If I get ‘good’ feedback on my teaching does that 
mean I don’t need to change what I’m doing? 

What inspires or hinders innovation in teaching practice?

Are we compelled to teach because we want students to like us or 
because we want students to learn? Are these mutually exclusive?
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• Heart centred teaching may mean 
different things to different people. 

• Each chapter is dedicated to a 
different aspect of integrating this 
model into practice to create 
richness and warmth in the 
teaching and learning space.

• Cover the full gamut of ‘teaching’, 
from design, to delivery, through 
to marking and feedback. 

• 10 to 12 chapters of 2,000 – 3,000 
words each.

Proposed book – Cambridge / Routledge
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Heart centred teaching may mean different things to different people.

Using your own understanding of heart centred teaching, please briefly 
describe up to three strategies you have thought about or employed to 
deliver heart centered teaching that may create richness and warmth in 
teaching practice.

In the context of your practice, please describe how important a pedagogy of 
kindness (by your definition and understanding) is to your teaching and why.

Considerate questions
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• Here is a Qualtrics link with two questions to complete. 

• Possible future publication: chaptered book

• Seeking co-authors. 

Your collective wisdom and experience (5 mins)

https://scuau.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3vGnzTdENHw3Ua2
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Share and discuss

(a) your understanding of the concept, with examples from practice 

and 

(b) your perception on the outcomes or ramifications of adopting 
such an approach.




