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Student feedback

“… it was fantastic to have the class condensed which increases 
the interest and reduces my tendency to get complacent.

The fact that it was well organised made it easier to keep up with 
the condensed time frame, and this allowed the pace to maintained 
momentum to the learning interest.”

(Tristan Davenport, Diploma of Civil Construction (Engineering & Management)
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Preparing for Success Program (PSP)

UNIP1001 Managing your Study

• Foundation unit in time and self-management, learning strategies for 
university

UNIP1002 Communicating at University

• Academic literacy unit - planning and writing an essay.

Diploma of Business

EDUC 1001 Language and Learning in your Discipline

• Foundation core unit for all Diplomas with a focus on academic literacy.

The New SC Model: Lived Experiences of Teachers and Students

Overview of Units



Unit design

As per the new SC model, each unit has:

• 6 self-access online modules 
- media rich, interactive and responsive

• 3 hours of class learning
- key content and skills scaffolded in carefully designed activities.
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Modules are designed with the tenets of good practice 
as identified in this professional development resource for 
the SC Model:

The New SC Model: Lived Experiences of Teachers and Students

Module design

https://learn.scu.edu.au/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_144905_1&content_id=_4925157_1


Preparing for Success Program(PSP)



PSP Activity example:



PSP Activity example:



PSP Activity example:



Diploma core unit - EDUC1001



Diploma core unit - EDUC1001 Activity example:



Diploma core unit - EDUC1001 Activity example:



Diploma core unit - EDUC1001 Activity example:



Students like:

• Videos that stop and ask questions

• Visual activities. E.g. Labelling a diagram

• Flash card activities

• Drag and drop
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Key ‘learnings’ from students about modules



• Content and skills clearly focused on what students 
need to know and be able to do

• Active learning in both the self-access modules and in class 
learning with peer to peer/group activities 

• Assessments scaffolded and linked to class learning - remove any 
“nice to have” assessments. Assessments build on each other.

• Time in class for students to be adequately prepared for 
assessments and to use their feedback on next assessment task

• Markers must be confident they can manage marking turnaround

• Creativity and flexibility in unit design
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Key ‘learnings’ from Tutors
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Success rates: PSP units
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Success rates: Diploma unit



Student views: 
Jasper (PSP) and Stephanie (Diploma of Business)

What worked well for you in this 6 week model?

What could be improved?

What one key message would you give to a new student starting 
out in this unit in the Study Period delivery mode?

What one key message would you give your tutors?
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Student focus group data
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Perceptions of the shorter time frame for 
unit content 

"I find it motivating… you've like, got to get 
it in. There's no time for procrastination."

“I honestly prefer the six weeks. It gives 
you a little break in between to kind of 
recollect yourself and then attack the next 
two topics. Yeah 100%.” 

“Like over 12 weeks you can have lots of 
bumps but recover by the end. And six 
weeks, like I just had a dip, but the 
consequences were really drastic… You’re 
definitely left behind really quick.”

Perceptions of two units as a 
full-time load

"I was relieved because I remember trying 
to juggle four subjects was hard. So only 
focusing on two was a big relief."

"Having a focus point and knowing that 
that's where I've gotta go, I think having 
more subjects on top of that would 
possibly come crashing down around 
me pretty quickly... like knowing what 
to prioritise, I would struggle with that.”
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Perceptions of the classes

“Whenever we did sit in groups or have 
icebreakers that was the highlight.”

“Being able to talk to classmates and feel 
like you’re not the only one who didn’t 
understand.”

“Being able to ask questions.”

Student focus group data

Perceptions of the self-access modules 

“I liked the variety of resources. Like the 
videos or the questionnaires, or whatever.”

“Yeah it keeps you engaged, like works 
different parts of your brain, keeps you sort 
of awake a bit to work through it.” 

"I loved the videos. I watched most of the 
videos before the class that it was leading 
up to and [in class] I knew what we were 
talking about straight away."
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One word for your experiences so far?

Eye-opening Educational

Fulfilling Encouraging

Confidence-boosting Transformative

Stress-relieving Capable

Student focus group data



Questions
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Thanks for listening!


