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Children and young people’s views have often been marginalised in social research about 

their lives. This is particularly so in the field of tourism studies where children’s voices have 

largely been absent. This PhD study aimed to explore how children and young people 

negotiate a sense of  identity and belonging when growing up in a community which is 

also a popular tourist destination.  

 

 

Research Design 
An ethnographic and participatory methodology was employed to explore the lived 

experiences of children and young people growing up in the Australian tourist destination of 

Byron Shire. The study was conducted in four phases: 

Phase 1: Consultation with the Byron Shire Youth Council on how best to engage with young 

people in the area. 

Phase 2: In-depth interviews with 14 youth workers and other key adult stakeholders to 

explore their views on the challenges faced by young people growing up in the area. 

Phase 3: In-depth interviews and focus groups with 74 young people between the ages of 10 

and 24. 

Phase 4: Two participatory projects with 20 young people which resulted in the creation of 

three stop-motion animations and 11 peer-interviews. 

http://epubs.scu.edu.au/theses/542/
http://epubs.scu.edu.au/theses/542/


Research Team 
Investigator: Dr Antonia Canosa (CCYP, SCU) 

Supervisors: Prof Anne Graham (CCYP, SCU), A/Prof Erica Wilson (SCU), Dr Meredith Wray 

(SCU) 

 

Outputs to Date 

Academic  Publications 
Canosa, A., Graham, A., & Wilson, E. (2018). Growing up in a Tourist Destination: 

Negotiating Space, Identity and Belonging. Children's Geographies, 16(2), 156-168. doi: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14733285.2017.1334115 

Canosa, A., Graham, A., & Wilson, E. (2018). Reflexivity and Ethical Mindfulness in 

Participatory Research with Children: What Does it Really Look Like? Childhood, 25(3), 400-

415. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0907568218769342 

Canosa, A., Graham, A., & Wilson, E. (2018). Child-Centred Approaches in Tourism and 

Hospitality Research: Methodological Opportunities and Ethical Challenges. In R. Nunkoo 

(Ed.), Handbook of Research Methods in Tourism and Hospitality Management. Chapter 42. 

Cheltnam, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. ISBN: 9781785366277. 

Link:https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781785366277/9781785366277.00051.xml 

Canosa, A. (2018). ‘Mummy When are we Getting to the Fields?’: Doing Fieldwork with 

Three Children. In Porter, B & Schänzel, H. (Eds), Femininities in the Field: Tourism and 

Transdisciplinary Research. Bristol, UK: Channel View Publications. 

Canosa, A., Wilson, E., & Graham, A. (2017). Empowering Young People Through 

Participatory Film: A Postmethodological Approach. Current Issues in Tourism, 20(8), 894-

907. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2016.1179270 

Canosa, A., & Graham, A. (2016). Ethical Tourism Research Involving Children. Annals of 

Tourism Research, 61, 219-221. doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2016.07.006 

Canosa, A., Moyle, B., & Wray, M. (2016). Can Anybody Hear Me? A Critical Analysis of 

Young Residents’ Voices in Tourism Studies. Tourism Analysis: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 

21(2), 325-337. Link: https://www.cognizantcommunication.com/journal-titles/tourism-

analysis 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14733285.2017.1334115
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0907568218769342
https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781785366277/9781785366277.00051.xml
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2016.1179270
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.annals.2016.07.006
https://www.cognizantcommunication.com/journal-titles/tourism-analysis
https://www.cognizantcommunication.com/journal-titles/tourism-analysis


Full Thesis 

Canosa, A. (2016). Voices from the Margin: Youth, Identity and Belonging in a Tourist 

Destination. (Doctoral Dissertation), Southern Cross University, Lismore, 

Australia. http://epubs.scu.edu.au/theses/542/    

Other Articles / Reports 

Canosa, A. (2017). Your party, our home: The challenges of growing up in a tourist 

destination. The Conversation, December 28, 2017. Link: https://theconversation.com/your-

party-our-home-the-challenges-of-growing-up-in-a-tourist-destination-88315 

Conferences 

Canosa, A. & Graham, A. (2016). Identity, agency and the politics of survival among young 

‘doofers’. Paper presented at The Australian Sociological Association (TASA) Conference, 28 

November -1 December, Melbourne, Australia. 

Canosa, A. & Graham, A. (2015). Growing up in tourist destinations: the implications of 

excluding young people’s voices in policy development. Paper presented at the Australian 

Social Policy Research Conference, 28-30 September, Sydney, Australia. 

Canosa, A., Wilson, E., & Graham, A. (2015). Participatory film: Capturing the lived 

experiences of young people growing up in a tourist destination. Paper presented at the 2nd 

Tourism Postdisciplinarity Conference: Freedom.Art.Power, 22-24 June, Copenhagen, 

Denmark. 

Canosa, A., Graham, A., Wilson, E. & Wray, M. (2015). How children and young people 

negotiate a sense of identity and belonging in a tourist destination: A critical 

perspective. Proceedings from the Critical Tourism studies Conference, 26-30 June, Opatija, 

Croatia. 

Canosa, A. (2015). Untold Stories: Participatory approaches in tourism research. In E. Wilson 

& M. Mitsel (Eds.), CAUTHE Conference - Rising Tides and Sea Changes: Adaptation and 

Innovation in Tourism and Hospitality (pp. 420-422). Gold Coast: School of Business and 

Tourism, Southern Cross University. 

Canosa, A. (2014). Silent voices: A critical analysis of tourism social impact studies. In P. M. 

Chien (Ed.), CAUTHE Conference - Tourism and Hospitality in the Contemporary World: 

http://epubs.scu.edu.au/theses/542/
https://theconversation.com/your-party-our-home-the-challenges-of-growing-up-in-a-tourist-destination-88315
https://theconversation.com/your-party-our-home-the-challenges-of-growing-up-in-a-tourist-destination-88315


Trends, Changes and Complexity (pp. 118-130). Brisbane: School of Tourism, The University 

of Queensland. 

Canosa, A., & Wray, M. (2013). The ‘voiceless’ population: Understanding the social impacts 

of tourism and their influence on the development of young people in tourist destinations. 

In M. Alvarez, E. Wickens & A. Bakir (Eds.), Sustainability Issues and Challenges in Tourism 

International Conference, Istanbul (pp. 53-57). Bogazici University. 

 

 

 


